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Volunteer is a newsletter published monthly for
Arboretum volunteers.

Mission

The Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania
inspires an understanding of the relationship between
plants, people and place through education, research and
horticultural display.

Vision for the Future

As an irreplaceable public garden, the Morris Arboretum
provides a place of respite, beauty and learning where
the joy and wonder of the natural world inspire all who
visit to be enthusiastic ambassadors for plants and our
fundamental dependence on them.
A vital part of one of the great research universities in
the world, the Morris Arboretum is renowned for its
science aimed at understanding and conserving plants
and ecosystems.

Education: Liza Hawley, efhawley@upenn.edu
or (215) 247-5777 ext 128
Garden Railway: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@
upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Grist Mill: Tom Wilson, wilsonth@upenn.edu or (215)
247-5777 ext 108
Horticulture: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@upenn.
edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Archives & History: Bryan Thompson-Nowak, bryantho@upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 281

Black tupelo - Nyssa sylvatica (Photo by Nancy Matlock)
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Letter from the Editor
I cannot believe that this is my last issue of Volunteer, and the beginning of my last weeks
at the Arboretum! This was my first post-college job, and it’s been a wonderful year and a half in
so many ways. Odd, too, but mostly wonderful. I especially loved meeting you all, working with
summer camp, and spending time with the Arboretum’s collection. I am still stunned when I
turn a corner and realize I am looking at a tree that I have never noticed before. The Arboretum
is vast and I have learned so much.
As some of you may know, I’ve spent the last few months applying to graduate schools
for a PhD in botany. I love working in education, but I am looking forward to getting back to
my roots (pun intended) and learning why plants can do what they do. It’s been an exciting process, and I hope to hear back from them in the new year. In the meantime, I’ll be spending the
holiday season with my family in North Carolina.
I am extremely grateful to all of you for welcoming my intern class and helping us feel
at home in the Arboretum. The next intern class, and the first in the new configuration of the
internship program, will be arriving in March and I cannot wait for them to meet you!
Stay safe, stay healthy, and get outside. I’ll miss you all!

Lynn Weaver

My intern class at Longwood Gardens (plus the Natural Lands Manager, Pam
Morris-Olshefski and Director of Education, Bryan Thompson-Nowak)
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Notes from the Guides Chair
Woolly Bear Caterpillar - a Predictor of Winter Weather?
On a beautiful fall day last week, I was
hiking in the Wissahickon with other Friends
of the Wissahickon volunteer trail ambassadors
when we discovered at our feet a Woolly Bear
Caterpillar. We couldn’t resist talking about the
tales we grew up with about how the colors of the
woolly bear caterpillar (or woolly worm to some
people) can predict if we will have a cold or mild
winter.
There are several species of caterpillar
that are commonly called woolly worms, but the
woolly worms of myth are black at each end with
a reddish-brown band in the middle. It is the
width of this orange band that folks say can predict the oncoming winter. According to folktales,
the coming winter will be colder, longer and
snowier if the woolly bear has a narrow, orange
middle band, and the winter will be warm if that
orange band is wide.
Of course, entomologists were also curious
if this little fluffy caterpillar could be a seer of our
winter’s fate. After several rigorous studies, where
they measured the width of the orange band on
the middle of the caterpillar and compared that
to the ensuing winter records, they discovered the
colors on the caterpillar have no bearing at all on
forecasting weather…i.e. the woolly bear cannot
predict the severity of the coming winter.
But wait! Entomologists did find that the

Photo by SillyPuttyEnemies/Wikimedia Commons.

colors of the woolly bear may be an indicator of
how long and cold the previous winter had been.
Woolly bears start with a body of black hair in
the spring. As the year progresses the black hairs
turn reddish brown in the center. The longer the
summer, the more orange hairs, the shorter the
summer, the fewer orange hairs. (In case you are
wondering- there may be multiple generations
per year)
As far as the woolly bear caterpillar’s behavior this time of year, they are simply moving
about in search for that perfect spot to curl up
and spend the winter. This is usually under bark,
a rock, or a fallen log.
Now…the Farmers Almanac, a true predictor of winter’s weather, has forecast a cold,
snowy one. Prepare to sit by the fire a lot this
winter!
Jim Kohler
Chair of the Guides
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Volunteer Workshops and Opportunities
December Book Club
The Story of More
Hope Jahren
December 3 | 1:00 pm | Zoom
In The Story of More, Jahren illuminates the link between human
consumption habits and our imperiled planet. At once an explainer on the mechanisms of warming and a lively, personal narrative
given to us in Jahren’s inimitable voice, The Story of More is the
essential pocket primer on climate change that will leave an indelible impact on everyone who reads it.
The Book Club is open to all Arboretum volunteers and staff. All are welcome to attend any session
and you do not have to attend every month.
If you would like to participate, please contact Deitra Arena in advance at deitraarena@gmail.com

Lydia Morris Legacy Society Annual Meeting
Monday, November 15 | 3:00 - 4:00 pm
As fall leaves begin to drop and rustle across the garden, we gather together members of the
Lydia Morris Legacy Society and other Morris Arboretum friends for our annual meeting. This
year’s meeting will take place virtually.
Our program will include a presentation by Pamela Morris-Olshefski, the Arboretum’s McCausland Natural Lands
Manager, and William Cullina, The F. Otto Haas Executive
Director. We are also pleased to welcome Lynn Malzone Lerardi, Director of Gift Planning, University of Pennsylvania,
who has been a trusted resource and partner of the Arboretum for more than a decade. After the presentations, stick
around for a Q&A with Pam, Bill, and Lynn.
Advance registration is required. Register by clicking here.
After registering, you will recieve a confirmation email containing the link to join the meeting.
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Workshops and Opportunities Continued
Fernery Collection Presentation
Wednesday, November 17| 12:30 - 1:30 pm
Join Greenhouse Assistant, Steve Pyne, in the
Fernery for a refresher on many of the more
significant ferns in our collection. All varieties
of volunteer are welcome! It’s a great way to
pick up new information for tours or familiarize yourself with the ferns in our care.

Masonic Temple Trip
Wednesday, December 15 | 10:00 am
Tha Masonic Temple in Center City was constructed in 1873, and is considered one of the
great wonders of the Masonic world! Join fellow volunteers for a tour of the building and
its exhibit hall, and what is sure to be a morning of architecture, history, and grandeur.
Address: One North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107
Admission fee: $10 per person. Fee can be paid in cash on the day of the tour.
Please note: The Masonic Temple requires proof of vaccination for entry, but does not require
masks. Van riders will need to wear a mask for the duration of both rides.
Vans will depart from the Arboretum meadow at 8:45 am. If driving yourself, please arrive at
the Masonic Temple by 9:45 am. Convenient parking can be found at the Convention Center,
with entrances on Juniper and Arch Streets. Sign up is required for the trip.
For more information, see pamasonictemple.org. For parking, visit conventioncenterparking.com
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Learn With Us
What could be better than fall classes? Fall classes during peak leaf color!
Nothing that sparks your interest? Check the website for our full catalogue of online and on-location classes, morrisarb.org/classes
Botanical Dried Flower Tree
Cheryl Wilks, Florist and Owner of Flowers on Location
Saturday, November 6 | 10:30 am - 1:00 pm | On-location
Design a beautiful, long-lasting, tree-shaped, dried arrangement to enjoy for a
number of years! Use it as a fall centerpiece, an accent on a side table, or give it as
a gift to someone you love. Cheryl will provide all the necessary materials, along
with masterful tips from her years as a florist- just bring yourself and a box to
carry it all home!
Tika Suti: Orchids of the Andes
Emily Conn, Horticulturist, Grow, Sip, Repeat Houseplant Boutique
Tuesday, November 9 | 5:00 - 6:00 pm | Virtual
Travel the Andes in this online class with former intern and houseplant specialist, Emily Conn! Emily will regale you with the stories
and folktales behind 10 of Peru’s most notable orchid species, as well
as dive into the history behind their flower names. You don’t want to
miss it.
Bird Photography 101
Harris Brown, Birder, Wildlife Photographer, and Retired Teacher
Wednesday, November 10| 1:00 - 2:00 pm | On-location
If you love birds, but find photographing them to be challenging
or frustrating, this is the workshop for you! Harris will teach you
about selecting the right equipment, the art of concealment, photo
composition, and camera settings. Exploring the world of avian
photography starts here!
Winter Plant Identification
Lynn Weaver, Educator, Morris Arboretum
Saturday, November 13| 10:00 am - 11:30 am | On-location
Many plants go dormant in the winter, but that doesn’t mean botany
has to! Join Lynn at the Arboretum for a walkthrough of evergreen
identification, as well as tips and tricks to ID even the most leaf-less
plant in the dead of winter. She’ll give you the confidence to go out
into the world and greet plants by their names no matter the season.
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From the Archives

by Joyce H. Munro
A Map Worth Studying

The foursquare garden adjacent to the Fernery is commonly called the
“rose garden.” However,
prior to the 1920s, it was a
multi-purpose garden, its
four quadrants planted with
an assortment of flowers,
shrubs and berries. Early on,
one of the quadrants contained a classic herb garden.
By the time John Morris
commissioned the 1909 atlas
of Compton, the herbs had
been replaced with formal
flower beds and two additional quadrants had also
been dedicated to flowers.
The fourth quadrant,
shown above, held an interesting mix of raspberries,
iris, and a goldfish pond—or
more precisely—a goldfish
Detail of Compton Atlas, Pugh & Hubbard, 1909, photoshopped
tank. The tank, about two
feet deep and likely built of concrete, was constructed between flower beds at the lower edge
of the garden, next to the boxwood-lined walk.
But this corner of the garden had an even more distinctive feature—an enormous
chestnut tree with a double trunk. Judging from the 1909 and 1914 Compton atlases, this
was the largest tree on the property, at a height of about 75 feet with a concomitant canopy
spread. A rough-hewn bench straddled both trunks, a fine spot for John or Lydia Morris to
rest awhile. Little did they know that soon, this grand tree, along with their other chestnut
trees, would be killed by a fungus that had begun to infect trees on the East Coast. A photograph of this champion chestnut tree taken the same year as the atlas verifies just how grand it
was (click here).
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Keeping you connected from home

Garden Highlights
Cornus sericea
Redosier dogwood
Azalea Meadow

Diospyros virginiana turning orange
American persimmon
Wetland

Rosa ‘Lavender Lassie’
Lavender Lassie rose
Rose Garden

Salvia rosmerinus
Rosemary
Herb Garden
Enkianthus perulatus ‘J.L. Pennock’
J.L. Pennock white enkianthus
Hill and Water Garden

Out on a Limb

Hydrangea quercifolia
Oakleaf hydrangea
Widener Woods
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Upcoming Events
November
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Holiday
Garden Railway
Member tickets
on sale

7

Saturday

5

6

12

13

Guides
Council
Meeting
1:30pm
9

8

Friday

10

11

Specialty
Tour - Bark
and Berries
11:00am
14

15

16

Lydia Morris
Legacy Soci-

3:00pm
22

18

19

20

25

26

27

Fernery
Collection
Presentation
12:30pm

ety Meeting

21

17

23

24

Thanksgiving

28

29

30

1

2

Holiday
Garden Rail
Opens!
1:30pm
3

Guides
Council
Meeting
1:30pm

4

December
Book Club
1:00pm

Weekly Volunteer Events
Wednesdays - Horticulture Volunteers, 8:30am-12pm
Saturdays and Sundays - Regular Tour, 1:00pm-2:00pm

Upcoming

Masonic Temple Trip - December 15, 10:00am
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