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Morris Arboretum of the
University of Pennsylvania
Volunteer is a newsletter published monthly for
Arboretum volunteers.
The Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania
is an historic public garden and educational institution. It
promotes an understanding of the relationship between
plants, people, and place through programs that integrate
science, art, and the humanities. The Arboretum conducts
four major activities: education, research, outreach, and
horticultural display. As the official Arboretum of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Morris Arboretum
of the University of Pennsylvania provides research
and outreach services to state agencies, community
institutions and to citizens of Pennsylvania and beyond.

Education: Liza Hawley, efhawley@upenn.edu
or (215) 247-5777 ext 128
Garden Railway: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@
upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Grist Mill: Tom Wilson, wilsonth@upenn.edu or (215)
247-5777 ext 108
Horticulture: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@upenn.
edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Archives & History: Bryan Thompson-Nowak, bryantho@upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 281
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Letter from the Editor
Cherries have bloomed, leaves are out, and the warm weather is finally here. There is new
growth around every corner, and though I count myself as a tree person more than anything else,
it’s hard to ignore the herbaceous layer in spring.
This is especially true in Philly, where whole seed catalogs live hidden in the soil. Seeds of
all types lie in wait for their turn to bloom and grow. In March, I saw lawns covered in Snow crocuses and thought “huh, that’s awesome!” and in April, those same lawns were covered in daffodils
and tulips and hyacinths. I still see them and think “huh, that’s awesome!” As summer creeps closer, those lawns will return to their wholly green state, and I will forget briefly the shock of color
that is waiting under the soil for next spring.
In my new-found appreciation for the herb layer, some of the interns and I tried our hand
at learning the forest ground cover. This cohort of plants is a little less showy than their garden-bed inhabiting cousins, but no less interesting. In Widener Woods, we learned to identify
Virginia bluebells, with their purple-pink buds, and Trout lily, with it’s spotted leaves and upside-down flowers. We saw May apple just begining to set fruit, meadow rues springing up from
rock crevices, and variegated wood lilies opening their maroon petals slowly and with intention. I
remain a tree person, but it’s fun to branch out every now and then.

Lynn Weaver

The McLean Contributionship
Endowed Education Intern

Podophyllum peltatum
May apple
Widener Woods

Erythronium americanum
Trout lily
Widener Woods
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Notes from the Guides Chair
FOND FAREWELL
It is hard for me to believe that this is my last column as Guide Chair
as the past four years have flown by very quickly. The last year, of course, has
been a challenging one for sure, and we all miss seeing each other in person,
and most of all giving tours – here’s hoping that 2021 is better for everyone.
Best of luck to new Guide Chair, Jim Kohler – I know that he will do a terrific
job! I leave you with the following musings on what the arboretum means to
me.
Making connections with nature
Open to learning from each other
Reaching out to kids at all levels of learning and experience
Reveling at the beauty of every season
Interesting trips and lectures
Sad that we could not be together during the last year
Always finding hidden gems
Remembering many fun facts
Being the chair of such a dedicated group of guides
Over the moon about spring in bloom,
Ready to give tours in 2021
Excited to see your smiling faces in person again
Thankful for the many new friends I’ve made
Unbelievably resourceful, knowledgeable and talented group of guides
Most of all – thank you for making this such a wonderful place to volunteer
Hope to see you all soon – and not on zoom!

Joan Kober

Chair of the Guides
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Volunteer Workshops and Opportunities
May Book Club
Native Trees, Shrubs, and Vines by William Cullina
May 7 | 1 pm | Zoom Meeting
This encyclopedic guide to temperate North American woody plants covers nearly one thousand native varieties, arranged alphabetically by genus
and species. Writing with enjoyable, easy-to-read language and drawing
from a deep wellspring of personal experience, Cullina discusses all of the
important details you need to select and cultivate each species, including
their taxonomic and genetic data, Latin name pronunciations, optimal
geographic ranges, soil needs, light and habitat requirements, information
about pruning and diseases, and propagation difficulty ratings.

June Book Club
Forest Bathing: How Trees Can Help You Find Health
and Happiness by Li qing
June 4 | 1:00 pm | Zoom Meeting
In this beautiful book, Dr. Qing Li, the world’s foremost expert in
forest medicine, shows how spending mindful, intentional time around
trees can reduce your stress levels and blood pressure, strengthen your
immune and cardiovascular systems, boost your energy, mood, creativity, and concentration, and even help you live longer. Once you’ve discovered the healing power of trees, you can lose yourself in the beauty
of your surroundings, leave everyday stress behind, and reach a place of
greater calm and wellness.
The Book Club is open to all Arboretum volunteers and staff. All are welcome to attend
any session and you do not have to attend every month.
If you would like to participate, please contact Deitra Arena for the link at deitraarena@gmail.com
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Learn With Us
Brush up on the botany side of things by signing up for a spring class today!
The classes listed below are online and in-person classes. For our full catalogue, be sure to check
our website, morrisarb.org/onlineclasses

Tree Planting in Philadelphia: Mobilizing Communities to Restore the Urban Forest
Gabriella Paez, Member, PHS Tree Tenders Advisory Committee and Community Voices group
Tuesday, May 18 | 1:00-2:00 pm | Virtual Lecture
Urban communities across the nation suffer disproportionately from the impact of climate change,
due largely in part to limited tree canopy and other lack of investment that historically ocurred in
minority neighborhoods. Learn how Philadelphia is tackling urban tree inequity by mobilizing communities to own the change in their neighborhoods.

A Botany Primer: The Basics of Plant Form
Dr. Cindy Skema, Botanical Scientist, Morris Arboretum
Dr. Tim Block, The John J. Willaman Director of Botany, Morris Arboretum
Thursday, May 13 | 10-11:30 am | On-location
This two part class is perfect for all skill levels! For the first part of the class, sit
back and watch seven, short, pre-recorded lectures created by Dr. Skema- all at
your leisure, and for the second part, put on your walking shoes and join Dr.
Block in the Arboretum for a guided plant walk to review plant form in-person!
Common Plants of the Wissahickon
Lynn Weaver, Education Intern, Morris Arboretum
Friday, May 21 | 8:30 - 10:00 am | On-location
Join Education Intern, Lynn, for a guided plant walk through the Andorra
Meadow in Wissahickon Valley Park! Two miles of easy walking will include
stops to identify common native and non-native plants, discuss the history of
the land, and enjoy the views. Further details regarding class location and CDC
guidelines are available online.
Native Orchid Conservation: Efforts at Longwood Gardens
Peter Zale, Ph.D., Associate Director, Conservation, Plant Breeding and Collections,
Longwood Gardens
Wednesday, June 16 | 1:00 - 2:00 pm | Virtual Lecture
Pennsylvania’s native orchids range from rare and showy to quiet and unassuming. Orchid conservation requires a multidisciplinary approach in which orchids
are both monitored where they grow naturally (in situ) and grown safely away
from their habitats (ex situ). Join Peter for an in-depth look at the development
and outcomes of Longwood Gardens’ native orchid conservation program!
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From the Archives

by Joyce H. Munro
May Day at the Arboretum

In days of old, when dogwoods bloomed every
May, a coronation was held at the Arboretum,
complete with music, dancing, and pageantry.
Festivities commenced with a procession of
Penn undergraduates (female) from the mansion at the top of the hill to the “natural amphitheater,” where the public awaited. One of
the participants in this parade was the senior
		
whose classmates had chosen as the queen in a
spirited competition. But unlike the coronation
of a real sovereign, neither the students nor
the audience knew which classmate would be
named “Queen of the May” until a wreath of
flowers was placed on her head.
Entertainment was provided by undergraduate
dancing troupes and the all-female dramatic
society, performing plays like “Alice Through
the Looking Glass,” “Sleeping Beauty,” and
“The Wizard of Oz.” Some years, the cast numbered 100, and when the university symphony
orchestra accompanied musicals like “Peter &

The Wolf ” and “Tales of The Nutcracker,” the
number doubled. Add the women’s glee club,
and truly the hills were alive with the sound of
music!
During the 1920s, the women had celebrated
May Day at Penn’s Botanic Gardens or Ury
House, home of the Director of Women, but a
decade later, they were running out of space for
ever-larger May Day events. With the opening of the College of Liberal Arts for Women
in 1933, enrollment swelled and only one of
Penn’s outdoor venues could accommodate the
annual rites of spring—the newly-established
Arboretum. For the next fifteen years, weather
permitting, May Day was celebrated in traditional English fashion at the Arboretum.
The exact location of these lavish May Day
productions—the “natural amphitheater”—is
unclear. We only know that it was surrounded
by dogwoods and reachable in heels.

Photo from The Philadelphia Inquirer, May 10, 1936, p30 at Newspapers.com
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Keeping you connected from home

Garden Highlights

Trillium cuneatum
Wood lily
Widener Woods

Tulips with Lenne Saucer Magnolia
Rose Garden

Magnolia ‘Butterflies’
Butterflies Magnolia
Magnolia Slope

Garden railway covered in
Yoshino cherry petals

Magnolia ‘Judy’
Judy Magnolia
Magnolia Slope

Muscari sp.
Hyacinth
Green Roof
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