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University of Pennsylvania
Volunteer is a newsletter published monthly for
Arboretum volunteers.

Mission

The Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania
inspires an understanding of the relationship between
plants, people and place through education, research and
horticultural display.

Vision for the Future

As an irreplaceable public garden, the Morris Arboretum
provides a place of respite, beauty and learning where
the joy and wonder of the natural world inspire all who
visit to be enthusiastic ambassadors for plants and our
fundamental dependence on them.
A vital part of one of the great research universities in
the world, the Morris Arboretum is renowned for its
science aimed at understanding and conserving plants
and ecosystems.

Education: Liza Hawley, efhawley@upenn.edu
or (215) 247-5777 ext 128
Garden Railway: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@
upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Grist Mill: Tom Wilson, wilsonth@upenn.edu or (215)
247-5777 ext 108
Horticulture: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@upenn.
edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Archives & History: Bryan Thompson-Nowak, bryantho@upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 281

Penstemon smallii in the meadow
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Letter from the Editor
Blackberries (and their many Rubus
family members) are my favorite harbingers of
summer. They are a sweet and tart trail snack,
the prelude to sticky jam, and a reminder that
all this heat is good for something. Perhaps
more importantly than all of that though, they
just make me smile.
You can find Pennsylvania blackberry
(Rubus pensilvanicus) in the Arboretum’s wetland, black raspberry (Rubus occidentalis) in the
Wissahickon, and non-native wineberry (Rubus phoenicolasius) along every forest edge- and
these are just three of the many brambles in our
area out there waiting for you.
It’s hard to believe that I’ve been here for
over a year. Despite being an odd year in many
ways, it’s also been full of things that I love:
music on the back porch of the intern house,

baked goods left on doorsteps, and time spent
in the sun with my dog.
When I started my internship last June, I
thought I would see each season here just once.
I’m glad to have been wrong about that. I’ll be
sticking around both at the Arboretum and in
Philadelphia through November, which gives
me time to eat blackberries with abandon, greet
the bottlebrush buckeyes, and monologize at
you in the newsletter for some months more.
I’m glad to have seen many of you in the
garden over the last couple of weeks, and I’m
grateful for the opportunity to be here beyond
the summer. Get outside, and stay hydrated!

Lynn Weaver

Rue Weaver outside
Carpenter Woods

Blackberry in fruit
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Notes from the Guides Chair
Using Technology to Identify Plants

As the seasons change, we see more
and more perennials being planted throughout the Arboretum. And, of course, you,
as a Morris Arboretum Garden Educator
or horticulture volunteer, may be asked by
guests to identify a particular plant that is
not tagged. What can you do if you are not
familiar with the plant?
Well, there’s an app (in fact, several
apps) that can help you provide an answer
even if you do not have an answer at the
ready. While most plant identifying apps can
identify somewhere in the range of 10,000
to 20,000 species, I have found PlantSnap,
with over 650,000 plants in its searchable
database, to be a reliable and rapid source
of information. Most plant identifying apps
use crowdsourcing or botanical experts to
generate data, which means it could take
hours, days or longer to get an opinion.

PlantSnap uses Machine Learning technology and artificial intelligence which the company claims can identify any plant or tree on
Earth.
The PlantSnap app can be downloaded for free on both android and IOS devices. All you need to do, once you’ve downloaded the app to your tablet or smartphone
is open the app and snap a clear photo of
the plant in question, whether it’s a picture
of the flower, leaves or some other distinguishable area of the plant, and you get an
instantaneous response.
Even if you don’t get asked a lot of
questions about plants at the Arboretum,
using plant identifying apps like PlantSnap
can be fun and useful on your own.
Have a Happy Summer! Hope to see
you at the Arboretum.

Jim Kohler

Chair of the Guides
Cornus kousa ‘RUTPINK’
Scarlet Fire kousa dogwood

Hydrangea ‘Garnetta’ and white cosmos
(Photo by Bill Cullina)
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An Intern Update
July usually brings nine new interns to the Arboretum, and nine new introductions to the
newsletter, but not this year. We’re happy to annouce that the intern program is growing and changing!
These changes, including varied internship lengths- everything from six and nine-month
internships to year-long research fellowships- and a shiny, new start date, are being made to expand
the number and types of internships offered, and to reach as many future horticulturists, researchers, and educators as possible. You can expect the fresh cohort of interns and fellows in March of
2022!
Until then, you may see some familiar faces around the Arboretum. Some of the 2020-2021
intern class will be joining the ranks as regular staff through the summer and beyond, along with
just one new intern in Urban Forestry. We’re excited to get more time with you all and to see what
the seasons bring!
Eugenia Warnock
The Martha S. Miller and Rusty Miller
Endowed Urban Forestry Intern

Eugenia was born and raised in the Philadelphia area. She has an undergraduate degree from the University of Pennsylvania and is working
towards a Master of Environmental Studies at Penn as well, focusing on Urban Forestry. Prior to returning to University, she was a Development Officer for Oxford University, Cambridge University, Carnegie Mellon University and Penn. It was always a goal in the back of her mind to complete an
environmentally focused advanced degree. During her years working with
the Morris Arboretum’s Visitor Experience team, she realized her passion
for trees and the role they play in all facets of community health. In her free
time, Eugenia is an avid tennis player, paddle boarder, and spends as much
time as possible near the ocean.

Familiar Faces

Julia Callahan

Julia Hart

Shannon Kingsley

Liam McTigue

Lynn Weaver
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Volunteer Workshops and Opportunities
A Virtual Update on Arboretum Activities
Bill Cullina, F. Otto Haas Executive Director
Thursday, July 22 at 3pm and Wednesday, August 4th at 3pm
Bill is looking forward to providing Arboretum Volunteers
with an overview on recent activities in the garden! This virtual
presentation will occur twice, so mark your calendars for your
preferred date and watch your email for your invitation to register for one of the sessions.

Rose Garden Fountain

Volunteer Spotlight: Tour of Jenkins Arboretum
On Wednesday, May 12, Steve
Wright, Curator and Horticulture Director at Jenkins Arboretum, treated
10 guides to a tour featuring lavishly
blooming azaleas and rhododendrons.
They learned that while taxonomists
now classify both as genus rhododendron because they have many common characteristics, one can distinguish an azalea flower, which has 5
or 6 stamens, from a rhododendron,
which has 10 stamens. Azalea leaves
tend to be small, thin, soft and ellipPhoto by Jim Kohler
Want to be featured in an edition of Volunteer?
Email Lynn (blweaver@upenn.edu) for more information.

tically shaped, while rhododendron
leaves tend to be large, thick, leathery
on fewer stout stems.

Book Club
Book Club will not meet in July or August. See you in September!
The Book Club is open to all Arboretum volunteers and staff and meets on the first Friday of every
month. All are welcome to attend any session and you do not have to attend every month.
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Learn With Us
Registration isn’t open yet, but go ahead and mark your calendars for these four, stellar fall classes.
You won’t regret it.
The classes listed below are on-location classes. For our full catalogue of on-line and on-location
classes, be sure to check our website in the coming months, morrisarb.org/onlineclasses
Rambling Tales of Places and Plants
Bob Gutowski, Retired Director of Education and Visitor Experience, Morris Arboretum
Wednesday, September 29 | 4:00 - 5:30 pm | On-location
Don your trail walking shoes to explore off-the-path byways along with
tales of the Arboretum’s plants and places! Former Arboretum resident
and retired staff member, Bob, will lead the garden ramble and share
some natural history, landscape, and horticultural observations.
The Inside Track: Tour with a Staff Horticulturist
Jen Monico, Horticulturist, Morris Arboretum
Saturday, October 2 | 11:00 am - 12:30 pm | On-location
Join Jen for a morning stroll around the Arboretum. She’ll share the
scoop on what’s happening in the garden, talk about her favorite plants
and give tips on their care. The walk will start at the Visitor’s center and
end in the shade of the newly restored Orange Balustrade.
The Wyck Rose Garden: A Historic Landscape in Germantown
Lauren Kope, Manager of Living Collections and Horticulturist, Wyck Historic House, Garden, and Farm
Wednesday, October 6 | 4:30 - 6:00 pm | On-location
With the help of the Wyck archives, meet the generations of family
members who created and lovingly tended this Germantown garden,
making it a landscape worth preserving for the next two centuries. Learn
about how the garden is managed today and the challenges and rewards
that come with managing a historic landscape.
Mysteries of Compton
Joyce Munro, Essayist and former Dean of the Graduate School, Chestnut
Hill College
Wednesday, October 20 | 4:30 - 6:00 pm | On-location
The house and most of the belongings of Compton’s owners, John and
Lydia Morris, are long gone, leaving us with many questions about
pre-Arboretum days, like:Why would Lydia loan money to a cousin married to an ultra-wealthy Drexel? Why did John insist on installing a solitary
objecdt behind glass in a room of its own? Did someone really commit suicide
at Bloomfield farm? Put on your Sherlock Holmes cap and join us for tea
and bafflement!
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From the Archives

by Joyce H. Munro
A Map Worth Studying

In 1914, as now, clematis was
a highly desirable plant. Back then, a
two-year old clematis could set a gardener back twenty-five cents at Lit
Brothers in Philly. But the Morrises
weren’t satisfied with a solitary clematis
draping the mailbox or trailing across
		
Lydia’s Seat.
Rather, they planted forty clematis in the middle of English Park in a
perfect circle. Each clematis was planted next to a support for scrambling up.
Some of the plants the Morrises chose
were discovered in the 18th century, like Angustifolia (1787). Others
were more recent discoveries or cultivars, like The Duchess of Edinburgh
(1874), Montana Rubens (1884),
and Armandii (1900). One rare type
from Asia made its way to Compton
via Russia, by way of England. It was
the yellow-flowered Tangutica (1898),
whose droopy lanterns matured into
shimmering mop-top seedheads. Walking around the circle of clematis in
summers must have felt like being in a
small-scale Stonehenge crowned with
bowers of blossoms. Imagine the fragrance…and the bees!
Some people might say clematis
is quite boring except while in bloom
but that didn’t prevent the Morrises
from planting one genus in this garden.

Detail of 1914 Compton Atlas by Pugh & Hubbard,
2012.5.7 photoshopped

The clematis circle, like other gardens at Compton, was in keeping with the Morrises’ grand plan for
their country landscape—to assemble a wide range
of varieties and plant them by families and genera, or
as John Morris told reporters in 1900, “to take in the
whole estate of plant life rather than one special genus.”
Standing sentinel in the center of clematis circle
was one of the tallest of eastern hardwoods, a tulip
poplar. Today, the bronze sculpture, After BKS lyengar,
occupies that space. And a few feet away, the Step
Fountain pays homage to the wide stairs that once led
to a dazzling array of clematis.
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Keeping you connected from home

Garden Highlights

Stewartia pseudocamellia
Japanese stewartia
English Park

Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Pee Wee’
Pee Wee oakleaf hydrangea
Widener Woods

Rosa ‘Seven Sisters’
Seven Sisters rose
Rose Garden
Magnolia grandiflora
Southern magnolia
Holly Slope

Rosa ‘WEKcobeju’
CINCO DE MAYO rose
Rose Garden

Oenothera speciosa ‘Siskiyou’
Mexican Evening Primrose
Rose Garden
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