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Morris Arboretum of the
University of Pennsylvania
Volunteer is a newsletter published monthly for
Arboretum volunteers.
The Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania
is an historic public garden and educational institution. It
promotes an understanding of the relationship between
plants, people, and place through programs that integrate
science, art, and the humanities. The Arboretum conducts
four major activities: education, research, outreach, and
horticultural display. As the official Arboretum of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Morris Arboretum
of the University of Pennsylvania provides research
and outreach services to state agencies, community
institutions and to citizens of Pennsylvania and beyond.

Education: Liza Hawley, efhawley@upenn.edu
or (215) 247-5777 ext 128
Garden Railway: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@
upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Grist Mill: Tom Wilson, wilsonth@upenn.edu or (215)
247-5777 ext 108
Horticulture: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@upenn.
edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Archives & History: Bryan Thompson-Nowak, bryantho@upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 281

Rhododendron ‘Sherwoodi’ - Sherwood azalea
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Lynn Weaver, Editor
Contributors: Deitra Arena, Joan Kober, and Joyce Munro.
Questions, comments, and submissions can be
directed to the editor at edintern@morrisarboretum.org or
mailed to the Arboretum Attn: Education Intern.
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Cover: Snowy creek by the Log Cabin

Tsuga canadensis ‘Macrophylla’ - Largeleaf Canada hemlock
(photo by Delainey Williams)
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Letter from the Editor
Happy New Year! I hope your holidays were warm and restful. As the calendar begins again,
I’ve been thinking about New Year’s resolutions. I personally don’t set any, but according to an
article by Sarah Pruitt, over half of Americans are slated to set New Year’s resolutions this year.
For many people, it’s a time to evaluate who they are as an individual and to create goals for how
they’d like to grow over the next 365 days. It’s a tradition that started almost 4,000 years ago.
Ancient Babylonians, and then Romans, celebrated their New Year’s with moral promises
to the gods- things like paying off debts, returning borrowed objects, and being kinder. Promises
kept would bestow favor upon them the following year, and broken promises could result in a fall
from the gods favor... a place no one wanted to be. The tradition has continued both religiously
and secularly to this day, with people around the world making resolutions for self improvement.
Plants, to my knowledge, don’t share this tradition. They don’t make resolutions to photosynthesize more or be nicer to their neighbors. They just grow (which while differing in intention
perhaps isn’t so different in execution). Here’s to a year of growing!

Lynn Weaver

The McLean Contributionship
Endowed Education Intern

Frog statue enjoying a snow bath
Dawn redwood grove

Reflections on the Wissahickon
Nature Path by English Park
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Notes from the Guides Chair
A POTPOURRI JUST FOR YOU

accomplishment was being one of the foundHappy and healthy New Year to all of you. I ers of Freehold Area Hospital (later know as
don’t know about you, but I am thrilled to see 2020 CentraState) in Freehold, New Jersey. My
mother and a dedicated group of liked minded
in my rearview mirror – 2021 just has to be better.
This month’s article features a potpourri of topics – individuals were told that their dream was an
impossible one - not to be discouraged the
hope you enjoy it.
group began fund raising in the early 1960’s
PLANETS ALIGNED IN 2020
and the hospital became a reality in 1971.
In late December 2020 Jupiter and Saturn came so
close to each other that they appeared to be overlap- What an accomplishment!! My mother was
ping. This resulted in a “double planet” that has not a prolific writer of speeches, poems and tribbeen seen since the Middle Ages. While on Decem- utes to friends and family. I’d like to share her
thoughts on the value of service that I lifted
ber 21st the planets were separated by 0.1 degrees
from one of her speeches.
(or less than a moon’s width), the two planets were
“Surely, a great many of us continually
actually separated by about 450 million miles in
space. Did you witness the phenomena as it was vis- search for the key to a richer, fuller life. An
ible using only the naked eye – if not, catch the next answer to why we are here and how to make
the time allotted to us meaningful and sigconjunction in 2080.
nificant. Perhaps the secret is “to care” and
CHERRY BLOSSOMS IN THE FALL
I thought my husband was hallucinating in Decem- to allow ourselves to become involved. That
ber when he told me about blooming cherry trees in these are magic passwords to broader horizons
Whitpain Township. I thought this had to be due to there seems to be little doubt.”
climate change as late fall 2020 was unusually warm.
Not so according to Andrew Bunting, Vice PresiSources:
dent of Public Horticulture at PHS. The blooming “Planets Align for Once-in-a-Lifetime (and then some) sight, by
species is the Higan Cherry (Prunus subhirtella) and Teo Armus, Philadelphia Inquirer, December 9, 2020
while it blooms predominantly in spring, it can also “Is It Normal to See Cherries Blossoming Right Now?” by Kim
bloom sporadically in fall – any time between SepGloves, KYW Newsradio, December 2, 2020
tember and December. Cold weather in December From the writings of Evelyn Daisy Silvert, Date Unknown
helped preserve the flowers that bloomed in November – like putting cut flowers in a florist’s cooler to
Hope to see you wandering through the garhelp preserve them longer.
dens this winter – often the quietest and most
WORDS OF WISDOM FROM A VETERAN
beautiful time of year – especially once we are
VOLUNTEER
My 97-year-old mother died in late November, 2020 all vaccinated – that day cannot come soon
leaving behind a lifelong commitment to volunteer- enough!! Stay safe and well.
Joan Kober
ing as her legacy. She served as president of more
Chair of the Guides
organizations than I can remember, but her proudest
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Volunteer Workshops and Opportunities
January Book Club
Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation
that Starts in Your Yard by Douglas W. Tallamy
January 8 | 1:00 PM | Zoom
Tallamy’s first book, Bringing Nature Home, sparked a national conversation about the link between healthy local ecosystems and human well-being.
In Nature’s Best Hope, he takes the next step and outlines his vision for
a grassroots, home-grown approach to conservation. Nature’s Best Hope
advocates for homeowners everywhere to turn their yards into conservation
corridors that provide wildlife habitats. Nature’s Best Hope is nature writing at its best—rooted in history, progressive in its advocacy, and above
all, actionable and hopeful. By proposing practical measures that ordinary
people can easily do, Tallamy gives us reason to believe that the planet can
be preserved for future generations.

February Book Club
The Nature Fix: Why Nature Makes us Happier,
Healthier, and More Creative by Florence Williams
February 5 | 1:00 PM | Zoom
For centuries, poets and philosophers extolled the benefits of a walk in the
woods. In this informative and entertaining account, Williams investigates
cutting-edge research as she travels to fragrant cypress forests in Korea to
meet the rangers who administer “forest healing programs,” to the green hills
of Scotland and its “ecotherapeutic” approach to caring for the mentally ill, to
a river trip in Idaho with Iraqi vets suffering from PTSD, to the West Virginia
mountains where she discovers how being outside helps children with ADHD.
The Nature Fix demonstrates that our connection to nature is much more important to our cognition than we think and that even small amounts of exposure
to the living world can improve our creativity and enhance our mood. As our
modern lives shift dramatically indoors, these ideas―and the answers they
yield―are more urgent than ever.
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More Workshops and Opportunities
2021 Book Club Schedule
*JAN 8
Nature’s Best Hope by Douglas W. Tallamy
FEB 5
The Nature Fix by Florence Williams
MAR 5
The Invention of Nature by Andrea Wulf
APR 2
Upstream: Selected Essays by Mary Oliver
MAY 7
Native Trees, Shrubs, and Vines by William Cullina
JUN 4
Forest Bathing by Dr. Qing Li
*SEP 10
The Soul of an Octopus by Sy Montgomery
OCT 1
Nature’s Temples by Joan Maloof
NOV 5
The Earth in Her Hands by Jennifer Jewett
DEC 3
The Story of More by Hope Jahren
*on the 2nd Friday of the month

The Book Club is open to all Arboretum volunteers and staff. All are welcome to attend
any session and you do not have to attend every month.
If you would like to participate, please contact Deitra Arena in advance at deitraarena@gmail.com

Metasequoia glyptostroboides
Dawn redwoods
English Park

Abies normanniana ssp. equi-trojani
Trojan Nordmann fir
Compton
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Learn from Home
Grab your warmest coat and your favorite pair of garden shears- it’s time for spring classes!
For the time being, classes will continue to be offered in an online format, with sign-up for classes
online as usual.
Weather and public health permitting, we hope to offer outdoor, in-person classes on a limited basis
later this season. Be sure to regularly check morrisarb.org/onlineclasses for updates on classes to be
offered.
Garden Design for Homeowners 101
Valerie Solitrin, Landscape Designer
Six Tuesdays (January 19, 26, February 2, 9, 16, 23) | 7:00 - 8:30 pm
This comprehensive overview will help you plan your outdoor living
upgrades strategically. Design for privacy, four-season beauty, storm water management, and family-friendly functionality. Learn about design
principles, hardscape choices, outdoor lighting, tools, trees, perennials,
lawns, and soil. Six sessions jam-packed with great information will be
the smartest garden investment you make!
members: $120 | non-members: $135
The Fascinating History of the Morris Arboretum
Bob Gutowski, Retired Director of Education and Visitor Experience,
Morris Arboretum
Wednesday, January 27 | 1:00 - 2:00 pm
A noted garden historian quipped, “All great gardens had the three M’s:
money, manpower, and manure.” This illustrated lecture follows the
money by exploring the family tree of Arboretum founders John and
Lydia Morris concurrent with the sources and transfer of wealth between
generations. The journey visits not only the ideas that shaped the creation and physical development of the Compton (1887-1932), the private
estate that became the Morris Arboretum, but also the broader context of
Philadelphia’s cultural and industrial history.
members: $10 | non-members: $15
Lose the Lilacs: Plant These Native Woodies Instead
Marc Radell, Master Gardener Emeritus, Penn State Extension
Wednesday, February 3| 1:00 - 2:00 pm
In many ways, woody shrubs are the backbone of the home garden. They
don’t require as much room as trees or as much maintenance as flower
beds, and they provide year-round structure to your garden design. This
class will provide a detailed look at different native shrubs that provide a
variety of ecological benefits, including flowers, colorful foliage, edible
fruit, and wildlife habitat, in a wide range of landscaping situations.
members: $10 | non-members: $15

VOLUNTEER | 5

January 2021

Volunteer

From the Archives

by Joyce H. Munro

1876 City of Philadelphia Atlas, philageohistory.org
Imagine Morris Arboretum as a suburban neighborhood, its streets running at oblique
angles without regard for the topography of the
land, from Germantown Avenue to Meadowbrook, Northwestern to Hillcrest.
Picture a street named Dickinson commencing at Germantown Avenue and following
the exact path of the Ravine Garden. Imagine
Norwood Avenue skirting Wissahickon Creek
and brushing against the Dawn Redwoods. Consider a short street called Lake Avenue – nowhere
near a lake – aimed straight for the Log Cabin.
Then there’s Stroud Street running from Germantown through Swan Pond to Stenton. On the
east side, Huston Street cuts through Oak Allée.
And the longest street, Ravine Avenue, takes off
at Pennock Garden, crosses Bells Mill and ends at
the railroad depot.
I didn’t make this up. Neither did John
and Lydia Morris.
When the Morrises began assembling acre-

age in Chestnut Hill, they weren’t developing a
neighborhood. They were developing a private
country estate and filling it with plants and shrubs,
greenhouses, garden follies and fountains. But other
plans were already in the works and Philadelphia
City Atlases contain the evidence—six streets were
superimposed as dotted lines running across adjoining properties in a number of atlases. In fact, a
grid of streets appeared overtop of properties (that
would one day become the arboretum) in atlases
as early as 1876 and as late as 1942. Over time,
the routes were redrawn in curvilinear fashion but
names never varied: four streets bore the names of
previous owners of the land.
This was likely the plan of J. Lowber Welsh,
the wealthy financier who bought up much of the
land in northwestern Chestnut Hill with the intention of constructing “country seats.” Evidently, the
plan wasn’t feasible and when Welsh sold the better
portion to the Morrises, street plans came to a dead
end.
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Keeping you connected from home

Garden Highlights

Corylus, Abies, and Galanthus photos by Bill Cullina

Corylus fargesii
Farges filbert
English Park

Snowy Log Cabin

Abies pinsapo

Spanish fir
Compton

Galanthus reginae-olgae
Fall snowdrop
Rose Garden
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