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Morris Arboretum of the
University of Pennsylvania
Volunteer is a newsletter published monthly for
Arboretum volunteers.
The Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania
is an historic public garden and educational institution. It
promotes an understanding of the relationship between
plants, people, and place through programs that integrate
science, art, and the humanities. The Arboretum conducts
four major activities: education, research, outreach, and
horticultural display. As the official Arboretum of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Morris Arboretum
of the University of Pennsylvania provides research
and outreach services to state agencies, community
institutions and to citizens of Pennsylvania and beyond.

Education: Liza Hawley, efhawley@upenn.edu
or (215) 247-5777 ext 128
Garden Railway: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@
upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Grist Mill: Tom Wilson, wilsonth@upenn.edu or (215)
247-5777 ext 108
Horticulture: Pam Morris Olshefski, pamela@upenn.
edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 107
Archives & History: Bryan Thompson-Nowak, bryantho@upenn.edu or (215) 247-5777 ext 281

Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Aphrodite’ -Aphrodite witchhazel
(photo by Bill Cullina)
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Letter from the Editor
This month, I’m writing to the soft sounds of snow piling up on the branches of an Acer
pensylvanicum outside my window. I’ve got my computer open, turtleneck on, and tea brewing.
It’s such a textbook winter morning in my apartment that it’s hard to imagine anything growing
or blooming in this weather. It’s all just kind of… frozen. I know, though, from having been at the
Arboretum last week that the stagnancy I’m feeling is far from the truth.
Dozens of witchhazel cultivars with their spindly, star shaped flowers are showering the
understory with bursts of red, orange and yellow. Wintersweet (Chimonanthus praecox) is contributing too with its tiny, bright yellow flowers. Something always seems to be changing at the
Arboretum, even in the middle of winter. There’s no better example than snow drops (Galanthus
ssp.), which are starting to bloom, even under a foot and a half of ice and fresh powder. These tiny
bulbs, each with a single, white, drooping, bell-shaped flower, are scattered in bunches throughout
the Arboretum, including down by the Swan Pond. Their timing is almost poetic this year, with a
winter storm arriving on their heels.
Winter can be cold and ice can be annoying, but at least in the Philadelphia area, there is
always something getting ready to bloom!

Lynn Weaver

The McLean Contributionship
Endowed Education Intern

Chimonanthus praecox

Wintersweet blooming against the snow
Photo by Bill Cullina

VOLUNTEER | 1

February 2021

Volunteer
Volunteer

Notes from the Guides Chair
SAY IT WITH PLANTS
We made it through January – always my least
favorite month – cold, dark and usually when I
have the post-holiday blahs. But with Valentine’s
Day right around the corner, my thoughts turn to
love and joy – certainly things we could use a lot
more of right around now (what the world needs
now, etc, etc)!
Here are some plants that have a direct connection to love, happiness and prosperity:
• The rose is one of the most romantic flowers.
A bright red rose symbolizes romance while
a white burgundy rose symbolizes a love that
is yet to be realized. The classic red rose is
usually the best choice for expressing deep
affection. However, other colors of roses are
deeply symbolic as well: white for purifying,
healing and positive energy; peach for peace
and friendship; pink for romantic love, sweetness, fun, and play; lavender for spirituality
• The meaning of tulips is perfect love. Like
many other flowers, different colors of tulips
have their own meanings. Red tulips are most
closely associated with love and purple tulips
signify royalty. The meaning of yellow tulips
has evolved from once representing hopeless love to now meaning cheerful thoughts
and sunshine. White tulips are used to send a
message of forgiveness. Tulips originated in
Turkey and were brought to the United States
in the 16th century. Representations of tulips
were used in many Turkish art pieces as the
Turkish people believed they were a symbol
of paradise on earth.

• Another flower related to love is the carnation. This flower symbolizes fascination and
distinction. Lighter red shades of carnations
are often used to convey admiration. Darker
shades express different levels of love and
affection. White carnations are seen as a
sign of purity and luck and pink carnations
are usually given to express gratitude.
• The fantastic orchid represents refinement,
luxury and mystery. This exotic bloom also
symbolizes love, beauty and strength. The
ancient Greeks associated orchids with fertility and virility.
• Peonies also symbolize love and they are often seen in wedding bouquets in China. The
name itself translates to “most beautiful” in
Chinese.
• The alstromeria represents a strong bond
as well as prosperity. It also symbolizes traits
of loyalty, support, and survival.
• Another cheerful flower that means love
is the sunflower. This favorite represents
adoration, loyalty, and longevity. It reminds
many people of warm summer days and
sunny memories of good times and good
weather.
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• Chrysanthemums in so many beautiful colors are a perfect
flower for expressing feelings of friendship. Their delicate
petals send a message of joy, optimism, and fidelity.
• Lilacs symbolize youthful innocence, but their many different colors have varied meanings. White lilacs symbolize
purity and innocence while violet lilacs symbolize spirituality.
Magenta lilacs represent love and passion while blue lilacs
represent tranquility and happiness.
• Gardenias are flowers that represent children and family
because of their meaning of purity and sweetness. Other
traits they represent are trust, hope, and clarity. They have
been highlighted by those practicing meditation as a sign of
protection, purity, and energy in hopes of enlightenment.
• Basil brings love, passion, wealth, luck, and beauty to your
home. It is said to awaken passion in anyone who eats it. It
is also known for its antidepressant, antiseptic, and antibacterial properties.
• Bamboo is known for attracting joy and wealth. It offers
protection and luck plus can break hexes and grant wishes.
Bamboo is purported to help increase mental flexibility, aid
in spiritual growth, help people to develop artistic talents and
encourage good health.
• Honeysuckle is said to bring money into your home and offers protection. Some believe that crushing the flowers and
placing them next to your forehead can boost psychic powers
plus the smell of honeysuckle can sharpen your intuition. In
addition to smelling wonderful, honeysuckle also boasts a
delicious edible nectar!

Jody Sprague
With so many outstanding choices it will be a challenge to make
Chair of the Guides
the perfect choice for your loved one on Valentine’s Day. Good
luck and have a wonderful month – spring and warmer weather
will be here before we know it. Hope to see you in 2021!

Joan Kober

Chair of the Guides

VOLUNTEER | 3

February 2021

Volunteer

Volunteer Workshops and Opportunities
Winter Volunteer Workshops
Wednesdays in February | Zoom | 1:30 pm
Join us online for February’s Volunteer Workshops! Stay connected with fellow volunteers, look back on
Arboretum accomplishments from the past year, learn what’s planned for 2021, and see what the interns
have been getting up to. Each session is expected to run between 1 and 1.5 hours.
February 10 | Bill Anderson will help us unravel the mysteries of what is behind the locked doors of the
Arboretum! You won’t want to miss this one and it’s not available on Netflix.
February 17 | Join Vince Marrocco as he highlights new garden projects for 2021!
February 24 | The wonderful Pam Morris Olshefski will be presenting a year in review, with stunning
photos from all four seasons!
Check your email for the Zoom link and password! Contact baileyL@upenn.edu if you need further assistance.

March Book Club
The Invention of Nature: Alexander von Humboldt’s
New World by Andrea Wulf
Mar 5 | 1:00 PM | Zoom Meeting
Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) was the most famous scientist of his
age, a visionary naturalist and polymath whose discoveries forever changed the
way we understand the natural world. In this illuminating biography, Andrea
Wulf brings Humboldt’s extraordinary life back into focus: his prediction of
human-induced climate change; his daring expeditions to the highest peaks
of South America and to the steppes of Siberia; and the lasting influence of
his writings on Darwin, Wordsworth, Muir, Thoreau, and many others. The
Invention of Nature reveals the myriad ways in which Humboldt’s ideas form
the foundation of modern environmentalism—and reminds us why they are as
prescient and vital as ever.
The Book Club is open to all Arboretum volunteers and staff. All are welcome to attend
any session and you do not have to attend every month.
If you would like to participate, please contact Deitra Arena for the link at deitraarena@gmail.com
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Learn from Home
Grab your warmest coat and your favorite pair of garden shears- it’s time for spring classes!
The classes listed below are online classes. For in-person classes (and more!) be sure to check our
website, morrisarb.org/onlineclasses
Organic Gardening
Bill Cullina, The F. Otto Haas Executive Director, Morris Arboretum
Friday, February 12 | 10:00 - 11:30 am
In this class, Bill will explain low-cost, efficient, and very effective organic
techniques for both your lawn and garden.
members: $15 | non-members: $20
Rain Gardens: A Cost Effective and Beautiful Way to Reduce Runoff
Bess Trout, Gardener, Tyler Arboretum
Two Saturdays, February 20 & 27 | 1:00 - 2:00 pm
In the first part of this two-part series, you will see examples of rain gardens
and discover how to select and prepare a site. In the second half, you will
learn how to choose appropriate plant species, and have an opportunity to ask
all of your rain garden and ecological gardening questions.
members: $20 | non-members: $30 (cost includes both dates)
Close Observations: Winter Buds to Spring Blooms
Jehane Samaha, Arborist / Tree Specialist, Pennsylvania Horticulture Society
Wednesday, February 24| 1:00 - 2:00 pm
In preparation for your springtime walks, join Jehane in a discussion of the
science of springtime phenology (or the timing of natural events), and learn
to keep an observation notebook from year to year.
members: $10 | non-members: $15
Devils and Saints: Plant Exploration in Honshu, Japan
Anthony Aiello, The Gayle E. Maloney Director of Horticulture and Curator,
Morris Arboretum
Thursday, February 25 | 1:00 - 2:00 pm
Join Tony as he takes us on a tour of central Japan, where he participated in
plant exploration trips in the fall of 2018 and 2019. Tony will highlight the
areas of Honshu from which he collected a diversity of trees and shrubs.
members: $10 | non-members: $15
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From the Archives

February 2021
by Joyce H. Munro

A Picture Worth 300 Words
In 1909, when Robert Moon compiled the final two volumes of his 2000-page opus, The
Morris Family of Philadelphia, he sub-titled them Supplement. Filled with family miscellany that
didn’t fit into previous volumes, the supplements include illustrations and details of “family relics”
in the possession of the extended family. Moon obtained illustrations by contacting relatives who
gave him access to their homes and agreed to have photographs taken of their furniture, silver, china, clocks, portraits, currency, William Penn’s signature on a land patent—any item of significance
and antiquity.
		 John and Lydia Morris had more than their fair share of family relics and arranged for a
commercial photographer to come to Compton and photograph furnishings and landscape features.
Moon published a dozen photographs taken at Compton, including this one, which he captioned:
An ancient “Martha Washington” sofa and a chair, both of which were formerly in the Cedar
Grove Mansion. Now owned by Mr. John T. Morris and Miss Lydia T. Morris, “Compton,” Chestnut
Hill, Philadelphia, Pa.

In 1926, when Lydia T. Morris gave the family’s summer home, Cedar Grove, to the Pennsylvania Museum, she turned over most of the contents as well. The museum accessioned hundreds of
household items, among them this same sofa and chair, described in the museum bulletin as:
Chippendale sofa with yellow brocaded upholstery…one Chippendale side chair, the legs are
straight and underbraced.
In 2013, when the Philadelphia Museum of Art deaccessioned the sofa and authorized its
sale, the auctioneer’s catalog described it as:
A fine Chippendale mahogany serpentine-back sofa, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, circa 1770.
Stripped down to the wood frame for the auction, this sofa, which once graced the parlor
of Cedar Grove, sold for $59,375, almost twice the estimated price. Learn more about the Morris
family’s provenance of this sofa here.
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Keeping you connected from home

Garden Highlights

Cryptomeria japonica

Japanese cryptomeria
Greenhouse

Camellia japonica
Common camellia
Log Cabin

Stewartia pseudocamellia
Japanese stewartia
English Park

Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Feuerzauber’
Feuerzauber witchhazel
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